NICOLE LAVELLE • THIS PLACE PROJECTS

CONCEPT
This Place Projects is a curatorial and
creative experiment exploring placebased artmaking. This Place unites
those interested in the concept of
place through discussion, research,
exposure and collaboration.
The idea for this project grew out of
my desire to marry many of my interests and inclinations into one central,
structured format.
These interests include geography,
artmaking, collaboration, travel,
maps, storytelling, exploration, adventure, publishing, graphic design and
writing.
More than designing a poster, a package or a visual identity, I wanted to
design a system. I want to design a
system for people to get behind, for
people to get excited about. Matthew Stadler of the Publication Studio
says the key to the success of future
exploits in publishing is to generate
not an audience or market for the
consumption of products, but instead
a PUBLIC who cares deeply about
said projects. The development of
such a public is achieved by deliberate acts such as online and in-person
conversation, hosting of events and
releases of content (both online and
tangible) (i.e. “publications.)

This project is intended to give myself
a framework within which to make
works and focus my research, as well
as a vehicle to facilitate collaboration
and reaching out to others.
This project is intended to offer opportunties to artists I know and artists
I don’t know yet, artists who live near
me and artists who do not live near
me. Sponsorship and collaboration
top my list of intentions for This Place
Projects.
This Place Projects is a number of
things. It is creation. It is curating. It is
content development. It is research.
It is exposure. It facilitates looking at
our world in a different way.
This Place is an independent press.
This Place is a record label. This
Place is a blog. This Place is a gallery, a store, a museum, a brand,
a resource and an organization.
This Place is an investigation and a
celebration of our relationships with
place.
Images at right: Places that influenced my
process and encouraged me to begin This Place
Projects. Dexter, Oregon; San Francisco, California; Seal Rock, Oregon; Pasco, Washington;
Portland, Oregon; Lagunitas, California; Fall
Creek, Oregon and Mariposa, California.
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MOOD
This Place is about personal relationships to locations. As a project
it seeks to facilitate individual and
collective exploration of particular
places.
For a mark or a logo:
This Place must be
SIMPLE
ARCHETYPAL
ENCOMPASSING
NOT REGIONAL
NOT GENDERED
For collateral and promotional materials:
This Place can reference
NOSTALGIA
HOME
FAMILY
GEOGRAPHY
LOCATION
For projects and releases:
This Place can facilitate:
FLAGS
MAPS
PHOTOGRAPHY
TYPOGRAPHY
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RESEARCH
I READ A LOT OF BOOKS.
I am still reading a lot of books.
Place is a geographical concept, so
many of them are written by geographers. Yi-Fu Tran is a genius. A big
thinker.
There are no books devoted entirely
to the marriage of place and art.
Good. I’m breaking ground.

NICOLE LAVELLE • THIS PLACE PROJECTS

ARCHETYPAL
BASIC
NOT REGIONAL
GENDER-NEUTRAL
The logo must be impactful and applicable to many surfaces.
This Place releases must all bear the
logo, and releases can range from
publications to clothing to video to
photography.
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LOGO
The final mark for This Place Projects.
Primary typeface

VAN CONDENSED REGULAR
Secondary Typeface

News Gothic

Primary Color Palette
Pure Black
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LECTURE SERIES
The Hometown Lecture Series
was designed as a way to directly
interact with the audience. Having
my audience thoughtlessly consume
my design work with their eyes isn’t
enough for me. I want to facilitate
engagement.
I created promotional materials for
the lecture series, including a paper
poster, an online PDF, and a mini-flier.
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AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
The first installment of the Hometown
Lecture Series took place at noon
on November 23 in the MK Gallery at
Portland State.
Participants were invited to give fiveminute lectures on what they know
best: where they are from.
Nine participants gave presentations
on their hometowns, while a crowd
of fifteen lent an ear and sipped on
donated coffee. I filmed four of the
presentations.
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WEBSITE
WWW.THISPLACEPROJECTS.COM
This Place Projects seeks to be a
destination for discussion, research,
creation and collaboration regarding
place-based artmaking and thought.
In a sense, This Place is a place.
On the website, one can find two
sections:
{ a blog section with regularly
updated content: interviews, articles,
precedents, guest posts, project
highlights, etc }
{ and a releases section that showcases the sponsored artists’ projects
and publications from This Place
Projects. }
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WEBSITE

THEME

HEADER

WWW.THISPLACEPROJECTS.COM
This Place Projects seeks to be a
destination for discussion, research,
creation and collaboration regarding
place-based artmaking and thought.
In a sense, This Place is a place.
On the website, one can find two
sections:
{ a blog section with regularly
updated content: interviews, project
highlights, musings, articles, etc }
{ and a releases section that showcases the releases from This Place
Projects. }

STRUCTURE
CONTENT
Interviews
Project Highlights
Precedents (historical and academic context)
Research + Further Reading
RELEASES
Books
Zines
Music (Tapes, LPs)
Maps
Posters
Performance
Sculpture
EVENTS
Lectures
Shared education
Tours/walks
Movie screenings
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RELEASES
The two pillars of This Place Project
s are creation and collaboration. Releases from This Place are the result
of crafting goods of my own, curating
the work of others, and seeking opportunities for collaboration.
This Place will regularly release
projects that explore the concepts of
place. Format will be determined by
the artist as well as the curator (me)
based on such factors as cost and
demand. Projects will be available for
purchase on the website.
This Place hopes to facilitate projects
that would otherwise be difficult to
produce. Through financial sponsorship and exposure through the website, This Place will act as an agent to
artists working under the place-based
umbrella.
Project formats could include: books,
zines, maps, posters, paintings, clothing, linens, cassette tapes, records,
mp3 playlists, online-exclusive photo
essays and more.
Live events could also be considered
“releases” and could include performances, music shows, tours, walks,
field trips and more.

TP1 > AN ODE TO SUMMER
IN THE WEST
Title: An Ode to Summer in the West
Author: Nicole Lavelle
Format: 32-page zine, sewn binding
I created the first This Place release
for the Portland Zine Symposium in
July of 2009.
An Ode to Summer in the West is a
zine that chronicles the unique place
that is the American West during the
summer months. My fondest memories are of adventures embarked upon
in California, Oregon, Idaho and Montana in the warm, fresh western air.
Featuring photographs and xerox
experimentation with found objects, I
sought to recreate and celebrate the
feeling injected through me during
four months of freedom and exploration in the west.
This zine smells like dirt and tastes
like watermelon.
Sold at Reading Frenzy Independent Press
Emporium and the 2009 Portland Zine
Symposium.
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RELEASES
In addition to seeking out individual
artist projects, I look to This Place to
offer collaborative opportunities.

TP2 > WHERE WE
DON’T LIVE
Title: Where We Don’t Live
Authors: Will Bryant + Nicole Lavelle
Format: 32-page zine, silkscreened
cover, saddle-stitch binding.
Will Bryant and I have never met in
person. We live in sister cities of
sorts: Austin, Texas and Portland,
Oregon.
We decided we wanted to make
a zine together. I drew pictures of
Texas, a place I have never been. Will
drew pictures of Portland, where he
had visited and adored.
The result is a do-si-do book where
the back cover is always another
front cover. Simple black-and-white
drawings fill the insides and Will
silkscreened the cover.
We have now had to produce a
second edition because the zines sold
out so quickly.
Sold online at Etsy.com, at Reading Frenzy
Independent Press Emporium and the
2009 Portland Zine Symposium. Six copies of this zine are now in circulation at the
Multnomah County Library.
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RELEASES
As with any project where the content
relies on others, This Place Projects
is currently waiting on the hustle of
several artists.
The following releases are currently in
production. Tangible advances have
been made in their development.

TP3 > THE CITY BY THE BAY
Charlie Ertola is a San Franciscobased artist, born and raised in the
North Beach neighborhood. His work
is largely influenced by the stories
and landscape of The City, and spans
mediums to include sign painting,
drawing, watercolor, performance art
and music.
Charlie spent his teenage years
imbedded in the Mission District
punk scene, watching his friends
play shows and collecting records. In
college in Oregon he had a stint as
a radio DJ and drew from his broad
knowledge of all types of music.
This cassette tape is an art piece. It’s
a conglomeration of different styles
of music, paired with field recordings from The City. The tape comes
enclosed in a custom, decorated
chipboard case with a detailed track
list and a bonus poster.

TP4 > HOPE, IDAHO
Sarah Baugh is a graphic design students at Portland State. She comes
from Hope, Idaho, a small town
(population 99) located on a small
peninsula in Lake Pend Oreille.
For a group show at PSU called
LOVE WHAT YOU DO, Sarah installed
a paper sculpture diorama of Hope.
The project evolved from her original
concept, and her drawings, writing
and plans were relegated to her
sketchbook.
Sarah will create a book/zine about
Hope that includes her drawings and
thoughts on her hometown and the
process of making art about it.
TP4 is scheduled to be released in
January 2010.

TP3 is scheduled to be released on
December 13, 2009.
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RELEASES
As with any project where the content
relies on others, This Place Projects
is currently waiting on the hustle of
several artists.
These are people I’ve contacted
regarding specific projects to be new
This Place releases or web-exclusive
photo essays or guest blog posts.

ELIZABETH JAEGER

JESS HIRSCH

www.elizabethjaeger.com

www.jesshirsch.com

Elizabeth Jaeger is a talented,
multidisciplinary artist currently living
in Portland, Oregon. She spent six
months of 2009 abroad in France,
Berlin and London. She is currently
working on a photo essay about
a group of transvestite artists she
befriended while in Berlin.

Jess Hirsch is an artist from rural
Minnesota. She works primarily in
sculpture but also does elaborate
pencil drawings and guache paintings.
She is working on a series of drawings for This Place documenting her
childhood adventures in the plains of
Minnesota.

MICHAEL MCMANUS
www.emmohemm.com

Michael McManus comes from all
over the place. Past projects include
a sound installation about Mono
Lake that involved narrative from
his mother. He currently resides at
Milepost 5, an artists community that
is, in itself, a unique place to explore
and interpret.

ADRIENNE MILLER
I met Adrienne Miller in Memphis. She
lives in Nashville and works at Hatch
Show Print, one of the nation’s oldest
letterpress shops. She is exploring
ideas related to home and promises
to make a This Place project that
involves vintage photography. She is
really nice.

MILES MATTISON
www.theweightoflight.com

Miles Mattison was born and raised
in the Bay Area. This summer he
traveled across America in a large
van taking photographs of abandoned
mines. He shoots exclusively in
film. Once he has enough money to
develop his film, he will put together
a photo essay for the This Place
website.
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